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Harmsworth Printing, Didcot
Opening Ceremony – 7th March 2008

WGI are happy to announce the opening of a new printing press facility for The Daily Mail and General Trust plc.  The building was formally opened on 7 March 2008 by the Rt Hon David Cameron, MP.

The Didcot plant is at the forefront of print process technology and includes high bay reel storage with fully mechanical vehicle unloading and computer controlled reel selection, automatic reel to press delivery and through press printing to publishing and despatch.

Designed around the process flow, the resulting building planning and element volumes provide a distinctive appearance that expresses the central press hall, which provides a 22m internal space to house the single line 4 unit press.  Plant rooms have been strategically integrated into the process arrangement to minimise service runs, optimise efficiency and ensure performance of the 13,500 sq.m. air conditioned enclosure.

As a cathedral nave, the building’s west end opens to the entrance façade via a glazed wall announcing the functionality of the building, and with the clear  storey windows running through the press hall, provides daylight to the production areas.  The first floor press control room similarly benefits from daylight through roof lights, providing an industrial area which not only is pleasant to work in but also adds to the building’s environmentally friendly credentials.
Other environmental policies include roof rainwater collection for production use, surface rainwater collection to enable controlled discharge, solar shading to windows, high performance thermal and acoustic wall cladding, the use of water based inks and associated equipment with recovery systems.

The design has achieved an elegant and clean appearance where high quality materials and detailing are more typical of an office building than a factory.  The interior shows the same degree of care and detail where services installations, plant and process equipment have been co-ordinated and installed.

Flexibility has been carefully considered and provided for in the principles of the design.  Future expansion can be accommodated through all process stages, with the minimum of disruption to the operational plant.

The client, designers and contractors have worked closely together to produce a high quality facility to budget and within the building and operational programme.

For further information please contact:

Siobhan McCarthy, Marketing

Watkins Gray International LLP

Colechurch House

1 London Bridge Walk

London SE1 2SX

Tel: 020 7940 8448

Fax: 020 7940 8444

Email: siobhan.mccarthy@wgi.co.uk
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